
 

Passive Solar Design Counselor 
 

This AI assistant specializes in providing guidance on passive solar design projects, particularly for 

sustainable homesteads. It uses detailed analysis and insights from user-provided documents, like site 

assessments and design guides, to offer tailored recommendations for building design, energy efficiency, 

and sustainability. 

Benefits to Users: 

1. Guidance: Provides advice based on best practices in passive solar design and sustainable 

architecture, helping users optimize their projects for energy efficiency and comfort. 

2. Personalized Recommendations: Tailors design recommendations to specific project needs, 

taking into account local climate, site characteristics, and user preferences. 

3. Sustainability Focus: Helps users integrate eco-friendly and sustainable practices into their 

projects, contributing to environmental conservation and long-term resource efficiency. 

 

The process within this AI assistant is structured to guide users through a comprehensive and step-by-

step approach to designing sustainable buildings and homesteads. Here’s an overview of how the 

process works: 

1. Initial Document Analysis 

• Input: Users upload documents related to their project, such as site assessments, climate data, 

or design checklists. 

• Analysis: The AI assistant reviews these documents, extracting relevant information like site 

characteristics, climate details, and project goals. 

2. Site Assessment Report 

• Climate Analysis: Provides insights into the local climate, including temperature ranges, rainfall 

patterns, prevailing winds, and frost dates. 



• Land Characteristics: Evaluates topography, existing vegetation, and water sources to identify 

opportunities and constraints. 

• Insights: Offers guidance on what to consider during the passive solar design process based on 

the site data. 

3. Passive Solar Design Insights 

• Orientation and Sun Path: Recommends the optimal orientation for the building to maximize 

solar gain and efficiency. 

• Window Placement and Sizing: Advises on the best practices for window placement to enhance 

natural light and temperature control. 

• Thermal Mass, Insulation, and Ventilation: Suggests materials and design features that regulate 

indoor temperatures and improve energy efficiency. 

• Shading and Natural Ventilation: Offers strategies for shading and ventilation to maintain 

comfort and reduce energy usage. 

4. Design Guidance 

• Architectural Style & Aesthetics: Recommends suitable architectural styles based on the 

environment and user preferences. 

• Building Floor Plan: Provides layout recommendations for rooms, windows, and key features to 

optimize passive solar benefits. 

• Suggestions: Suggests exterior design elements, including materials, rooflines, and window 

placements. 

5. Sustainability Features 

• Renewable Energy Options: Offers advice on integrating solar, wind, hydro, and biomass energy 

solutions. 

• Water Management: Provides guidance on rainwater harvesting, greywater recycling, and 

efficient irrigation systems. 

• Waste Management: Recommends sustainable waste management practices, such as 

composting and recycling systems. 

  



Checklists to Feed to AI Consultant: 

 

User Preferences and Goals 

Primary Purpose of 
Homestead 

Farming 

Preferred Building Style Cabin, eco-friendly 

Number of Occupants Adults: 2, Children:1 

 

Building Restrictions  
(obtained from local municipality) 

Maximum Building Area  125 m2 

Maximum Building Base/Foundation 
Area 

75 m2 

Maximum Building Height 6.3 m 

Minimum Distance from Parcel Edge 6 m 

 

Site Characteristics 

Question Options 

Where is the land located? (e.g., 
geographic coordinates, nearby 
landmarks) 

Geographic Location: Latitude: 
40.09723513662224, Longitude: 
29.012060090985923 

Altitude: 750 meters 
Village: Mürseller 
City: Bursa 
Country: Turkey 
Other info: south eastern skirts of Uludağ 
mountain 

What is the size of the site? (in square 

meters) 

15000 m2 

What is the topography of the site? South facing with mild slope ( 1-10 %) with some 

flat areas at top. 

Soil Data Soil Texture: %35 Clay, % 40 Silt, % 25 Sand 
pH: 6 
Organik Matter: % 0.8 



Nutrient Availability: Low nitrogen, medium 
phosphorus, low potassium, medium 
magnesium, low calcium 

 

Beneath the top soil, after 40-50 cm from the top, 

is metamorphic clay rock formations that have 

cracks and easily crumble. 
 

What is the drainage capacity of the soil? Well-drained 

Are there any existing vegetation or 

plant species on site? 

Only couple of pine and oak trees at edges of site. 

There 

What is the microclimate of the site? Top northern parts of land exposed to notherly 

winds 

Bottom southern part of land of about 2500 m2 

covered by oak trees has a microclimate  

 

3. Climate and Environmental Conditions 

Question Options 

What is the climate zone of the site? Hot-Summer Mediterranean Climate 

Plant Hardiness Zone 6a 

What are the average annual rainfall and 

distribution? (in mm) 

The average annual precipitation in Bursa is 

around 672 millimeters (26 inches), not much 

rain between july-october. 

What is the average temperature range? 

(in °C) 

The average temperature in Bursa ranges from 
4°C (43°F) in January to 26°C (79°F) in July.  

What are the seasonal variations in 

temperature? 

In the summer months (June to August), 
temperatures can exceed 30°C and up to 34°C 
during the day and drop to around 15°C at 
night. It is generally dry and sunny during this 
time. 

Autumn (September to November) is 
characterized by mild temperatures ranging 
from 15°C to 25°C during the day and cooler 
nights. Rainfall increases during this season, 
with occasional thunderstorms. 

Winter (December to February) is cold and 
snowy, with temperatures ranging from -5°C to 



10°C during the day. Snowfall is common in 
Bursa during this season.  

Are there any extreme weather 

conditions? 

Lately very little rain between early June to late 

November.  

If risk of frost, early frost and late frost 

dates 

Early frost date: December 1, Late frost date: 

April 20 

What are the sun exposure patterns on 

the site? 

Full sun 

Average wind speed Bursa generally experiences light to moderate 
winds throughout the year. The average wind 
speed for Bursa City, Turkey, is 5km/h. 

Average hours of daylight The number of hours of daylight varies 
depending on the season. In summer months 
(June-July), there are around 15 hours of daylight 
per day while in winter months (December-
January), there are around 9 hours of daylight per 
day. 

 

 

  



Passive Solar Design Preferences 
(if no preferences, leave blank) 

Longest Side Orientation East-West 

Window Placement 
 

Thermal Mass Materials Stone 

Insulation Type and R-Value 
 

Shading Devices Overhangs 

Ventilation Systems Cross Ventilation 

 

Other Preferences 

Renewable Energy Options 
 

Solar PV Panels yes 

Wind Turbines 
 

Hydro Power Systems 
 

Biomass Systems 
 

Water Management Systems 
 

Rainwater Harvesting yes 

Greywater Recycling yes 

Waste Management Systems 
 

Composting yes 

 

 



 

Passive Solar Design Counselor Sample Output: 
 

Step 1: Site Assessment Report 
 

1. Summary: The checklists provide a thorough collection of data relevant to the site. This includes 

aspects such as the location, existing vegetation, and potential for renewable energy, which will form the 

basis for the design recommendations. A detailed analysis of this information will help us align the 

design with the specific conditions and needs of the site. 

2. Climate Analysis: Based on the information provided: 

• Temperature Ranges: Understanding the temperature extremes is vital for selecting materials 

with appropriate thermal mass and insulation values. 

• Rainfall Patterns: Analyzing the annual rainfall will guide the design of rainwater harvesting 

systems and irrigation strategies. 

• Prevailing Winds: Knowing the dominant wind directions allows for the strategic placement of 

natural ventilation systems and windbreaks. 

• Frost Dates: Identifying the first and last frost dates is crucial for planning agricultural activities 

and protecting sensitive crops. 

3. Land Characteristics: 

• Topography: The site's slope and elevation changes should inform the placement of buildings, 

water management systems (like swales and ponds), and zones for agricultural activities. 

• Existing Vegetation: The types of existing trees, shrubs, and grasses will guide decisions on 

which vegetation to preserve, which to remove, and where to plant new species. 

• Water Sources: Natural water sources, including wells, ponds, and streams, will be crucial for the 

overall water management strategy. 

4. Insights: 



• Passive Solar Design: Pay particular attention to the sun's path when determining building 

orientation. Maximizing solar gain in winter while minimizing overheating in summer is key. 

• Thermal Mass and Insulation: The choice of materials should consider the local climate to 

ensure efficient temperature regulation inside the building. 

• Natural Ventilation: Position windows and vents to capitalize on prevailing winds, enhancing 

indoor air quality and reducing reliance on mechanical cooling systems. 

 

Step 2: Insights on Passive Solar Design 
Based on the data provided and the principles of passive solar design, here are the key considerations for 

your building project: 

1. Orientation and Sun Path: 

• Optimal Building Orientation: In the Northern Hemisphere, the building should be oriented with 

the longest side along the east-west axis, ensuring that the majority of windows face south. This 

maximizes winter solar gain when the sun is lower in the sky, while minimizing heat gain during 

the summer when the sun is higher. 

• Sun Path Analysis: Mapping the sun's path across the site will help identify the best locations for 

placing windows, solar panels, and outdoor spaces. South-facing areas should be prioritized for 

rooms where you spend the most time during daylight hours, such as living rooms, kitchens, and 

home offices. 

2. Window Placement and Sizing: 

• South-Facing Windows: Maximize window size on the south side to capture winter sunlight. 

Ensure windows are double or triple-glazed to prevent heat loss at night. 

• East and West-Facing Windows: Use moderate-sized windows to capture morning and 

afternoon light, but consider shading solutions to prevent overheating in the late afternoon, 

especially on the west side. 

• North-Facing Windows: Minimize window size to reduce heat loss. Any necessary windows 

should be small, high-performance, and strategically placed to provide natural light without 

significant heat exchange. 

3. Building Sides Optimization: 

• South Side: This should be the most active side of the building, with large windows, thermal 

mass (e.g., stone or concrete floors), and overhangs to shade windows in summer while allowing 

sunlight in winter. 

• North Side: Prioritize insulation and limit windows. Consider using this side for storage spaces, 

garages, or less frequently used rooms. 

• East Side: Suitable for bedrooms and morning spaces. Smaller windows with some shading to 

control morning sun intensity. 



• West Side: Requires careful management to avoid overheating. Use smaller windows, high-

performance glazing, and consider planting trees or installing shading devices to block intense 

afternoon sun. 

4. Thermal Mass Materials: 

• Material Selection: Incorporate materials with high thermal mass, such as concrete, brick, or 

stone, particularly in floors and interior walls exposed to direct sunlight. These materials will 

absorb heat during the day and release it during cooler evening hours, helping to regulate indoor 

temperatures. 

• Strategic Placement: Position thermal mass elements where they will receive maximum 

sunlight, particularly in south-facing rooms. Floors made of concrete or tile are especially 

effective in capturing and storing heat. 

5. Insulation and R-Value Considerations: 

• Walls and Roofs: Ensure high levels of insulation, especially in walls and roofs. The R-value 

should be chosen based on the local climate, with colder climates requiring higher R-values to 

minimize heat loss. 

• Windows and Doors: Use windows with low-E coatings and insulated frames. Doors should be 

solid and insulated to prevent drafts. 

6. Shading Devices and Strategies: 

• Fixed Shading Devices: Install overhangs, pergolas, or awnings on the south side to block 

summer sun while allowing winter sun to enter. Deciduous trees can also provide seasonal 

shading. 

• Adjustable Shading: Use blinds, curtains, or external shutters to manage light and heat 

throughout the day. Automated shading systems that respond to sunlight levels can optimize 

energy efficiency. 

7. Natural Ventilation Systems: 

• Cross Ventilation: Design the layout to allow for cross ventilation by placing operable windows 

on opposite sides of rooms. This will help cool the building naturally during warm months. 

• Stack Ventilation: Use stack ventilation by installing high windows or vents to allow warm air to 

escape, drawing in cooler air from lower openings. This is particularly effective in multi-story 

buildings. 

• Night Ventilation: In hot climates, utilize night ventilation to cool the building. Opening windows 

and vents at night allows cooler air to enter, which can then be stored in thermal mass elements 

to release during the day. 

 

 



Step 3: Insights on Detailed Design 
Now, let's move forward to the detailed design phase, focusing on the following aspects based on the 

provided checklists and your project's goals. 

1. Chosen Architectural Style & Aesthetics: 

• Architectural Style: Consider selecting an architectural style that complements both the local 

environment and your personal preferences. Given the emphasis on sustainability, an eco-

friendly style that integrates natural materials, renewable energy systems, and passive solar 

principles would be ideal. Examples include: 

o Modern Eco-Friendly: Clean lines, large windows, and sustainable materials like 

reclaimed wood, stone, and metal. 

o Rustic or Farmhouse Style: Incorporating natural elements like wood and stone, with a 

design that blends seamlessly with the surrounding landscape. 

• Aesthetic Considerations: Focus on using materials and finishes that age well and require 

minimal maintenance. Natural colors and textures that mimic the environment can create a 

harmonious aesthetic. 

2. Building Floor Plan: I will suggest three floor plan sketch alternatives based on passive solar design 

principles and the checklists provided: 

• Option 1: Open-Concept Living 

o Key Features: 

▪ South-Facing Open Living Area: Large, open space combining living, dining, and 

kitchen areas with expansive south-facing windows for maximum solar gain. 

▪ Zoned Private Areas: Bedrooms and bathrooms located on the east and west 

sides for morning and evening light. 

▪ Central Thermal Mass: A central wall or floor of thermal mass material (e.g., 

concrete) in the living area to absorb and release heat. 

• Option 2: Courtyard Design 

o Key Features: 

▪ Central Courtyard: A courtyard that maximizes natural light and ventilation, with 

rooms opening directly to this space. 

▪ Perimeter Rooms: Living spaces on the south and private spaces on the east and 

west, all with direct access to the courtyard. 

▪ Integrated Green Spaces: Garden beds or small ponds in the courtyard to 

improve microclimate and aesthetics. 

• Option 3: Split-Level Design 



o Key Features: 

▪ South-Facing Upper Level: Living and kitchen areas on the upper level, taking 

advantage of south-facing views and sunlight. 

▪ Lower Level Privacy: Bedrooms and additional living spaces on a lower level, 

naturally cooler and more private. 

▪ Staggered Thermal Mass: Use of thermal mass in staggered levels to regulate 

temperature throughout the day. 

3. Elevations: 

• South Elevation: Large windows with overhangs, possibly a solar panel array integrated into the 

roof. Use of natural stone or wood for a sustainable aesthetic. 

• North Elevation: Minimal windows, highly insulated walls, potentially with a storage area or 

garage integrated to buffer cold winds. 

• East and West Elevations: Moderate window sizes with appropriate shading (e.g., trees, 

pergolas) to control heat gain. West-facing areas may feature shaded patios or outdoor spaces. 

Here’s a detailed breakdown of each floor plan concept: 

Option 1: Open-Concept Living 

Description: 

• Shape: Rectangular layout. 

• South-Facing Open Living Area: The southern part of the building is one large, open space that 

combines the living room, dining area, and kitchen. The entire south wall features large windows 

or sliding doors to capture sunlight. The ceiling height in this area may vary, with the possibility 

of adding clerestory windows for additional light. 

• Zoned Private Areas: On the east side, place bedrooms that receive morning light. The master 

bedroom could be on the southeast corner for optimal morning sunlight. The west side includes 

secondary bedrooms and possibly a guest room or office, which benefit from afternoon light. 

• Central Thermal Mass: The center of the house features a thermal mass wall or a heavy 

concrete/tile floor to absorb and slowly release heat. This could also be a double-sided fireplace 

or a decorative stone wall. 

Option 2: Courtyard Design 

Description: 

• Shape: Square or rectangular with a central open courtyard. 

• Central Courtyard: A courtyard is the focal point, providing natural light and ventilation. 

Surrounding the courtyard, the rooms face inward, creating a private outdoor space. 



• Perimeter Rooms: The southern side of the courtyard is the main living area, with large glass 

doors or windows opening onto the courtyard. The east and west sides contain bedrooms, with 

sliding doors or windows opening to the courtyard. The northern side could house a garage or 

utility rooms, minimizing heat loss. 

• Integrated Green Spaces: Small garden beds, a fountain, or a pond within the courtyard to 

enhance the microclimate and provide cooling. 

Option 3: Split-Level Design 

Description: 

• Shape: Slightly staggered rectangular layout. 

• South-Facing Upper Level: The upper level, slightly elevated or accessed via a few steps, includes 

the main living area and kitchen. Large windows or glass walls provide views and solar gain. This 

space could also have a deck or balcony extending from it. 

• Lower Level Privacy: The lower level, which is partially or fully below the upper level, includes 

bedrooms and additional living spaces. The natural coolness of this level makes it ideal for 

sleeping areas. The bedrooms may also have access to outdoor spaces like patios. 

• Staggered Thermal Mass: Use concrete or stone in both levels, particularly in the floors or 

central walls, to manage heat effectively. 

 

Step 4: Insights on Sustainability Features 
In this final step, I'll provide detailed guidance and recommendations on integrating sustainability 

features into your project. These will focus on renewable energy options, water management, and waste 

management to create a self-sufficient and environmentally friendly homestead. 

1. Renewable Energy Options: 

• Solar Power Systems: 

o Photovoltaic (PV) Panels: Install rooftop or ground-mounted solar panels to generate 

electricity. Ensure panels are oriented south with an optimal tilt to capture maximum 

sunlight throughout the year. 

o Solar Water Heating: Use solar collectors to preheat water for domestic use. These can 

be mounted on the roof and connected to an insulated storage tank to reduce the need 

for conventional water heating. 

o Passive Solar Heating: As discussed in previous steps, design the building with large 

south-facing windows and thermal mass materials to capture and store heat during the 

day. 

• Wind Power Systems: 



o Small Wind Turbines: If your site has sufficient wind resources (average wind speeds of 

10-12 mph or more), consider installing a small wind turbine to supplement solar power. 

Place it in an open area free from obstructions for optimal efficiency. 

• Energy Storage: 

o Battery Storage: Integrate a battery storage system to store excess energy generated by 

solar and wind systems. This will ensure a steady power supply during periods of low 

sunlight or wind. 

2. Water Management and Harvesting: 

• Rainwater Harvesting: 

o Roof Catchment System: Install gutters and downspouts connected to large storage 

tanks or cisterns. Filter and treat the water for non-potable uses such as irrigation, 

toilets, and washing machines. 

o Overflows: Design an overflow system that directs excess water to gardens, swales, or a 

pond to enhance groundwater recharge and reduce runoff. 

• Greywater Recycling: 

o Greywater Systems: Collect greywater from showers, sinks, and laundry to irrigate 

landscaping. Install a filtration system to remove particulates and ensure the greywater 

is safe for reuse. 

o Subsurface Irrigation: Use greywater for subsurface irrigation in garden beds, where it 

can help maintain soil moisture and reduce the need for additional water. 

• Efficient Irrigation Systems: 

o Drip Irrigation: Implement drip irrigation systems in your garden and orchard areas. This 

method delivers water directly to plant roots, minimizing evaporation and maximizing 

efficiency. 

o Mulching: Apply organic mulch around plants to retain moisture, reduce weed growth, 

and improve soil health. 

3. Waste Management: 

• Composting Systems: 

o Compost Bins: Set up compost bins for organic waste such as kitchen scraps, garden 

waste, and biodegradable materials. Composting reduces waste sent to landfills and 

provides valuable nutrients for your garden. 

o Vermiculture: Consider vermiculture (worm composting) to efficiently break down food 

waste into rich compost. Worm bins can be set up indoors or outdoors. 

• Recycling and Waste Reduction: 



o Recycling Stations: Establish clearly labeled recycling stations for paper, plastic, glass, 

and metals. Ensure that these are conveniently located to encourage regular use. 

o Waste Reduction Practices: Incorporate practices such as buying in bulk, avoiding single-

use plastics, and reusing materials whenever possible to reduce the overall waste 

generated. 

4. Additional Sustainability Features: 

• Green Roofs and Walls: 

o Green Roof: If feasible, consider installing a green roof with vegetation to provide 

insulation, reduce stormwater runoff, and enhance biodiversity. 

o Green Walls: Vertical gardens or green walls can be used on certain building facades to 

improve insulation, reduce heat island effects, and increase air quality. 

• Natural Building Materials: 

o Locally Sourced Materials: Use locally sourced, natural materials like stone, wood, and 

clay for construction. This reduces the carbon footprint associated with transportation 

and supports the local economy. 

o Low VOC Finishes: Choose finishes like paints, sealants, and adhesives that are low in 

volatile organic compounds (VOCs) to improve indoor air quality. 

• Biodiversity Enhancement: 

o Native Planting: Plant native species in your garden and landscaping to enhance local 

biodiversity, reduce water needs, and support pollinators. 

o Wildlife Habitats: Create habitats such as birdhouses, bat boxes, and ponds to attract 

and support local wildlife. 

 


